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INTRODUCTION
• Who are the Mormons
• What do they believe?
•

What should we do when then come to the door?
•
•
•

Its not a competition … winning isn’t always what we think it is
Maintain a smile … keep control of yourself
Main point: Jesus founded a Church...Jesus wouldn’t mess up.

WHO ARE MORMONS
•
•

Great Religious Awakening in 19th century United States
Joseph Smith (1805-1844)
•

•
•
•
•

•

1820 received revelations from Heaven
• All Christian religions are corrupt
• His mission: restore true church as God’s true prophet and apostle
• God gave him 3 other books to add to Sacred Scripture
• Book of Mormon, Doctrines and Covenants, Pearl of Great Price
• He and all presidential successors are inspired prophets
• American Indians are lost tribes of Israel (Roger Williams, William Penn)
• Nephite & Lamanite Tribes
1830 founded Mormon Church
Predicted world would end in 1890
Entered Freemasons in 1842 – influenced Mormon liturgies
Re-wrote the KJV Bible with his own still unfinished translation

Trinity, God, Resurrection, and Heaven … same words, different meanings

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus
Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all
ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down
from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin
Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third
day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no
end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I
believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

TOTAL APOSTASY
• Complete basis of Mormon religion
• After death of last Apostle, Church got corrupted
• Catholic Church = Great Apostasy
• Began in 100, completed by 200
• Church “disappeared” from 200 until 1830
• Lots of evangelicals believe the same thing

TOTAL APOSTASY
Matthew 7: 24-27 - Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth

them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: And the rain
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell
not: for it was founded upon a rock. And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and
doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand:
And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that
house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.

•

Is Jesus the wise man who built on the rock or the foolish man who
built on sand?

Matthew 16: 13-18 - When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he

asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they
said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or
one of the prophets.He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon
Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.And Jesus
answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood
hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto
thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it.

TOTAL APOSTASY
Matthew 18:15-18 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee,
go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear
thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take
with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses
every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell
it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto
thee as an heathen man and a publican. Verily I say unto you,
Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and
whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.
Matthew 28:20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the
world. Amen.
I Timothy 3:15 But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou
oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of
the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.

TOTAL APOSTASY
Verses Mormons use…
•

Matthew 7:15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in
sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.

•

Acts 20:29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous
wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.

•

2 Thessalonians 2:3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that
day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

•

2 Peter 2:1 But there were false prophets also among the people,
even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall
bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them,
and bring upon themselves swift destruction.
These verses speak of apostasy, but not “great apostasy”

TOTAL APOSTASY
• Church Fathers of 1st Century
• Clement, Ignatius of Antioch, Justin Martyr,
Polycarp, Irenaeus
• They taught consistent, Catholic doctrine
• They never mention a “great apostasy” taking place
• They never mention Mormon doctrines

TOTAL APOSTASY
•

Other arguments against “great apostasy”
•

Canon of the Bible

•

Historical Silence
•

Arianism, Orthodoxy, Protestant Revolt…silence about apostasy

•

Make them prove the apostasy

•

Superiority of New Testament
•

•

How could OT last, but NT cannot remain?

The Real Apostasy – John 6

CONTINUING REVELATION
Mormons continue to have prophets who communicate
divine revelation
Jude 3 - Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write

unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for
me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should
earnestly contend for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints.
2 Timothy 2:2 – And the things that thou hast heard
of me among many witnesses, the same commit
thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach
others also.
Matthew 28:18-20
Hebrews 1:1-2

CONTINUING REVELATION
Failed prophecies
• Joseph Smith would be alive at Second Coming
•

Doctrines and Covenants, 112

• New Jerusalem would be built in western Missouri
•

Doctrines and Covenants, 84

• Government of Missouri would be overthrown
•

History of the Church, Vol 5, 394

• Brigham Young prophesied that Civil War would not
free slaves
•

Journal of Discourses, Vol 10, 350

PLURALITY OF GODS
• Many gods come about by process of “exaltation”
• Genesis 1:26 – “Let us make man in our image.”
• Many religions promise divinization
• Catholic belief
• Reason tell us there can be only one God
• Sacred Scripture
• Exodus 20:2-3; Deuteronomy 6:4; 1 Corinthians 8:4;
Ephesians 4:5-6; John 17:3

BAPTISM OF THE DEAD
John 3:5 “Unless a man be born of water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter the kingdom of God.”
Only for those who did not have an opportunity to join the
Mormon Church
1 Corinthians 15:29 Else what shall they do which are
baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why are they
then baptized for the dead?

BAPTISM OF THE DEAD
Read the whole chapter!!!
St. Paul speaks of Resurrection and uses this practice
as proof that we are not the only ones who believe in
the resurrection of the body.
Never ordered in Bible, not mentioned by one Church Father
Opposite mentioned in the Book of Mormon
Alma 34:32 “this life is the time for men to prepare to
meet God…”

CELESTIAL MARRIAGE
• Three Kingdoms
• Telestial Kingdom – nonbelievers
• Terrestrial Kingdom – “good” non-Mormons, lukewarm
Mormons
• Celestial Kingdom – righteous Mormons
•

•

Three degrees of glory

Celestial Marriage

• Highest degree of glory in Celestial Kingdom
• Requires 4 things: Mormon baptism, devout Mormon life,
married, marriage sealed “for time and eternity” in a Mormon
temple

CELESTIAL MARRIAGES
Huge distortion of
• 1 Corinthians 15:40-42 There are also celestial bodies, and bodies
terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the
terrestrial is another. There is one glory of the sun, and another glory
of the moon, and another glory of the stars: for one star differeth from
another star in glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown
in corruption; it is raised in incorruption.

Christ’s teaching on marriage
• Matthew 22:23-33 “…in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are
given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven…”
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